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Happy May! 
 
Our final program of the year will be at Calvin University.  On Monday, 
May 4th at 7:30 PM, Canadian organist Andre Knevel will present a re-
cital focused on the Psalms.  The program is offered in conjunction 
with the Calvin Institute for Christian Worship in celebration of Calvin's 
150th anniversary.  The program will include music by Dutch compos-
ers, improvisations by Mr. Knevel and some hymn singing, so I hope 
you will plan to attend this event! 
 
I want to continue to remind you of how you can support young organ-
ists in our area through the annual Summer Organ Encounter pro-
gram.  There are many opportunities to support this program financial-
ly such as sponsoring a student's lessons, music or organ shoes.  At 
least as important are the non-financial ways you can support this pro-
gram.  Please share information about the SOE with young piano stu-
dents you know through your churches or in your families.  I would also 
strongly encourage you to attend one or both closing programs (June 
25th in Holland, and June 26th in Grand Rapids - locations TBA).  It is 
quite inspiring listening to these young people perform what they have 
been working on for only three weeks!  If you are interested in sup-
porting the SOE, please contact any of our chapter officers or you may 
contact soewestmi@gmail.com. 
 
Finally, our program year for next season is nearly finalized - please 
look for an email with details about next year's schedule later this 
month.  However, I hope you will go ahead and put Friday, September 
4th on your calendar.  British organist, Martin Baker will be performing 
at Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Parish on their newly installed Fratelli 
Ruffatti organ.  This is the first new large pipe organ in Grand Rapids in 
a number of years and you won't want to miss this event.   
 
If you have any thoughts about the chapter  
or ideas about programming you would like 
to see considered by the GRAGO, please 
reach out to me sometime this summer and 
let's chat.  I would love to hear from you! 
 

Sincerely, 

Rob 

mailto:rbhobgood@gmail.com
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mailto:beckysnippe@gmail.com
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Monday, May 4, 2026, 7:30 p.m. 

Calvin University Chapel 
1835 Knollcrest Circle, SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
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Internationally recognized performer Damin Spritzer will 

present an organ recital on Friday, May 8, at LaGrave  

Avenue Christian Reformed Church at 7:00 p.m. Damin 

will present music by Bach, Tournemire, Howells, Wright, 

and a variety of American composers on the church's five

-manual, 107-rank Austin-Allen organ.  
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These will be two very special performances in the life of our choir as they will mark the conclusion of Scott 
Bosscher’s 25 years of leadership, as well as introducing our Choir’s next Director of Music, Dr. Eric Reyes. 
Reflecting how Scott has viewed the music and ministry of the choir through the past quarter century, he has titled 
the program: “A Place Where God’s Song Finds its Voice in Us.” 
 
Musical settings by Durufle, Stopford, Mealor & Gjeilo of the ancient Ubi Caritas text: “Where charity and love are 
found, there is God also” will anchor each the concert’s four movements. Filling out each section around them will 
be some of the most loved choral works from the British Cathedral tradition. 
 
To list a few, the choir will sing Henry Purcell’s verse anthem “O God, Thou Art My God” as well as Mendelssohn’s 
double anthem “Hear My Prayer” and “O For the Wings of a Dove” each with their soaring extended boy soprano 
solos. Two of the most famous grand English Cathedral anthems will also be performed: C.H.H. Parry’s monumen-
tal anthem “I Was Glad When They Said Unto Me” and John Ireland’s “Greater Love Hath No Man.” Other selec-
tions by C.V. Stanford, Will Todd, Ralph Vaughan Williams & Taylor Scott Davis will fill out the program. 
 
Please join us for share in these thrilling English Anthems, to say farewell to Scott & Jane Bosscher, and to greet 

GRCMB’s next Director of Music, Dr. Eric Reyes along with our newly appointed Associate Director, Jordan Malone. 

 

All concerts are offered free of charge with a free-will offering taken. 
No tickets are necessary. Arrive early for best seating doors open 45 minutes prior to start time  
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Granger Pipe Organ Shop Invitation 
 
An open invitation to all members of the 
Grand Rapids and Southwest Michigan chap-
ters of the AGO, organ students, and anyone 
curious about what goes on in a pipe organ 
shop, to the Granger Pipe Organs open 
house. After a exhaustive move starting in 
January, we've finally settled into our new 
facility in Grand Rapids. 
 
The open house will be held on Saturday, 
May 16th from noon to 5pm at 3536 Roger B 
Chaffee Memorial Blvd. SE in Grand Rapids, 
MI. This is an opportunity for organists of all 
ages to get a behind-the-facade look at what 
all goes in to pipe organ restoration and 
maintenance. 
 
We have several exciting projects currently going through and coming into the shop this year, in-
cluding components from Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, bellows from the 1957 J. W. Walker we 
helped bring over from London, England that is currently being restored by the Buzard firm and will 
be reinstalled in the Episcopal Cathedral in Chicago, a 1949 Aeolian-Skinner getting a full restoration, 
and several consoles being rebuilt and getting upgrades. 
 
In addition to the wood shop, there are work stations for leather and electrical work, many organ 
parts in various stages of restoration, dozens of ranks of historic pipework, and a full length E. M. 
Skinner 32' wood Contra Bombarde out on the shop floor for demonstration. 
 
We welcome anyone with an interest in the pipe organ to come and take a tour and meet some of 
our staff and get up close to things they might not have an opportunity to see (and hopefully stoke 
some interest in the next generation of pipe organ technicians). Light refreshments will be served 
and we look forward to seeing you.  
 

Joe Granger 
 
J Granger Pipe Organs, LLC 

Grand Rapids, MI 

Harbor Springs, MI 

248-259-2461 

 
www.jgrangerpipeorgans.com 

Member AIO, AGO, OHS 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/3536+Roger+B+Chaffee+Memorial+Blvd+SE,+Grand+Rapids,+MI+49548/@42.9000845,-85.6547398,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x8819b252edff8553:0x19ce3b81447fbbf1!8m2!3d42.9000806!4d-85.6521649!16s%2Fg%2F11ltksnptv?entry=ttu&g_ep=Ego
https://www.google.com/maps/place/3536+Roger+B+Chaffee+Memorial+Blvd+SE,+Grand+Rapids,+MI+49548/@42.9000845,-85.6547398,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x8819b252edff8553:0x19ce3b81447fbbf1!8m2!3d42.9000806!4d-85.6521649!16s%2Fg%2F11ltksnptv?entry=ttu&g_ep=Ego
http://www.jgrangerpipeorgans.com/
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https://www.soegr.org/
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Summer Organ Encounter 
 

A  P R O G R A M  FO R  T E E N S  

 
The Summer Organ Encounter of West Michigan is a program designed to introduce students to the pipe or-
gan through classes, private lessons, and performance. Open to all students in West Michigan, the program is 
100% underwritten by donors, friends of the program, and local organists. 

Started by Bob Houskamp in 2014, the program has “graduated” over 75 students in the West Michigan area 
ages 10-18. We encourage any students, especially those studying piano, to apply for this program. 

The Scholarship Program 

Each year, students are recommended for the scholarship program, a facet of our organization that is funded 
by additional donors. Students will be notified of their acceptance into the scholarship program by the end of 
the summer. 

Organ Tours 

As an extension of the three-week classes, we have arranged for our students to tour selected organs in the 
area.  Students have had the opportunity to play historically preserved instruments and even recent builds. 

Do you know a student who might be interested in learning how to play the pipe organ?  
Invite them to apply! 

 
Guild members: 
 
You may have gotten an email from me regarding this year’s SOE, which is, for the first time, a pro-
gram of GRAGO!  
 
Could you publicize the following blurb (feel free to add to it) and attached poster in your church, stu-
dio, social media platforms, etc. 
 
Blurb:  
We are happy to announce this year's Summer Organ Encounter, an annual 3 week program in June 
for high school piano students to learn the fundamentals of the pipe organ...entirely free of 
charge!  
 

More details and applications can be found at soegr.org Applications due May 1.  

 
DOWNLOAD, PRINT AND POST FLYER ON PREVIOUS PAGE 

https://www.soegr.org/apply
http://soegr.org/
https://grago.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/SOE-2026-poster.png

