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Dean’s Letter 

 
It's been a busy few weeks in the GRAGO with our October 

program at Mayflower Congregational Church co-sponsoring 

Dr. Ezequiel Menéndez in concert, followed by the Anname 

Rotman Young Organist Competition last week, and the up-

coming events featuring Vincent Dubois.  It's wonderful to be 

in a chapter with so many events to take advantage of.  First, 

congratulations to Noah Smith for taking first place in the 

Rotman competition. Anna O’Neill and Rebecca Voogt placed 

second and third, respectively,  All of the contestants played 

quite well and it's exciting to hear such talented young play-

ers from our region.  This weekend features a double-header 

with Vincent Dubois in recital on Sunday at 3 PM and giving a 

presentation on Monday night at 7 PM.  Both programs are 

at East Church UCC.  Vincent Dubois is titular organist at 

Notre Dame de Paris in France along with Olivier Latry and 

Philippe Lefebvre.  He is one of the top organists in the world 

right now, so I hope you'll take ad-

vantage of his presence in Grand 

Rapids.   

 

Sincerely,  

Rob Hobgood, Dean  

mailto:rbhobgood@gmail.com
mailto:dbading@verizon.net
mailto:chrisrwitte@gmail.com
mailto:alexis.a.vanzalen@gmail.com
mailto:Songispirit@aol.com
mailto:caronfarmer@comcast.net
mailto:rkrebs@reuterorgan.com
mailto:nsmith@fountainstreet.org
mailto:dlbuteyn@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rhondabse@gmail.com
mailto:beckysnippe@gmail.com
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Report on  October Meetings of Grand Rapids Chapter AGO 
  
 

Monday, October 13 Ezequiel Menéndez performed an 
organ recital at Mayflower Congregational Church.  The 
program was co-sponsored by the chapter in conjunc-
tion with Mondays at Mayflower, an outreach ministry 
that offers music by local and international artists play-
ing sacred and classical repertoire.  The five-manual, 93-
rank organ was originally installed by the Tellers Organ 
Company in 1968 and rebuilt by the Lauck Organ Com-
pany in 1998. 
 
Dr. Menéndez has been a faculty member of College of 
the Holy Cross since 2018, following 26 years as the Di-
rector of Music for the Archdiocese of Hartford and the 
Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Hartford Connecticut. He has presented recitals throughout the Ameri-
cas and Europe, including programs for AGO Regional and National Conventions. 
 
The recital featured a noteworthy group of three significant passacaglias by Handel, Rheinberger, 
and Reger.  In addition, Dr. Menéndez acknowledged his Argentinian roots by including a Toccata by 
Alberto Ginistera.  He also performed two Tangos by Astor Piazzolla, which he transcribed for organ 
and described as a fusion of traditional, jazz and classical elements.  
 

Monday,  October 20  The 10th annual Annamae Rot-
man Young Organist Competition was held at Calvin 
Church this year. Established in 2013 by Dr. Richard Rot-
man in honor of his mother, the competition is open to 
area contestants under 24 years of age. Literature is at 
the discretion of the performer and includes 7 minutes 
of selections by Baroque composers and 7 minutes of 
music from other periods.  Each participant also plays a 
hymn that is sung by the audience. The organ at the 
church is a 3-manual, 50-rank Æolian-Skinner built in 
1957 and updated by Quimby Pipe Organs in 2009. Dr. 
Gregory Crowell, Matthew Jakubisin, and Dr. Norene 
Walters were the judges for the event. 
 
The $1500 first prize winner was Noah Smith, a University of Oklahoma graduate who recently 
joined the music staff at Fountain Street Church in Grand Rapids. The second prize of $1000 was 
awarded to Anna O'Neill, a student of Rhonda Edgington at Aquinas College. Rebecca Voogt, a high 
school student of Dr. Darlene Kuperus, received the $500 third prize. 
We extend our congratulations to these accomplished performers and wish them well in their future 
endeavors, and we thank Dr. Rotman for his continuing support of this event. 

Dr. Ezequiel Menéndez with Dr. Julia Brown,  

Mayflower Director of Music and Organist  

(from left) Dr. Richard Rotman, Anna O’Neill,  

Rebecca Voogt, Noah Smith 
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November Artist Concert Grand Rapids Chapter AGO 

 

Sunday, November 2, 2025,  3:00 p.m. 
 
Vincent Dubois Organ Recital 
 
East Church UCC 
1005 Giddings Ave. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
 

Vincent Dubois is titular organist at the Cathedral of Notre-Dame in Par-
is, France, where he serves alongside Olivier Latry and Philippe 
Lefebvre.  He is also Professor of organ interpretation and improvisation 
at the Hochschule für Musik (University of Music), Saarbrücken, Germa-
ny. For more information see Vincent Dubois. This program is sponsored 
by East Church and co-sponsored by the Grand Rapids Chapter of AGO. 
 

PROGRAM 

 
 

Prelude and fugue in b minor BWV544                      Johann Sebastian BACH
            (1685-1750) 
  
Choral No 1. in E major                             César FRANCK 

(1822-1890) 
 
Final (from Symphonie No. 6, op 59)                                Louis VIERNE  

(1870-1937) 
 
Danse macabre                          Camille SAINT-SAËNS 

(1835-1921) 
 

INTERMISSION 
 
Suite op.5                     Maurice DURUFLÉ  
 Prélude                     (1902-1986) 
 Sicilienne 
 Toccata 
 
Prélude in g minor “Alla marcia”                 Sergueï RACHMANINOFF 

(1873-1943) 
 
from Évocation                             Marcel DUPRÉ 

Allegro deciso                     (1886-1971) 
 
 
Improvisation  

https://www.concertorganists.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Dubois-bio.pdf
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Monday, November 3, 2025,  7:00 p.m. 
 
Vincent Dubois Presentation 
 
East Church UCC 
1005 Giddings Ave. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
 

Vincent Dubois, titular organist at Cathedral of Notre-Dame in Paris will 

play for and speak to the Grand Rapids AGO chapter.  

 
 
 
Wednesday, December 31, 2025, 7:30 p.m. 
 

New Year’s Eve Concert 
 

Todd Wilson 
 

Central Reformed Church 
10 College Avenue N.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 
Todd Wilson is head of the Organ Department at The Cleveland Institute 
of Music and Curator of the E.M. Skinner pipe organ at Severance Hall in 
Cleveland, OH. For more information see Todd Wilson.  
 

 
 
 
Monday, February, 2026 
 

Social Event for Grand Rapids Chapter AGO 
 

More details will be announced for a social event which will include a 

visit to a new residence organ by Wahl Organbuilders, Appleton, WI: 

Two Manuals and Pedal; Nine stops. 

 
 
 

https://www.concertorganists.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Wilson-bio.pdf
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Sunday, March 1, 2026, 4:00 p.m. 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
508 Franklin Street 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

Young Artist Recital: Chanmi Kim 
 
Chanmi Kim, originally from South Korea, studied piano, psychology, and 
child development during her undergraduate years. She was first intro-
duced to the pipe organ in college and was deeply captivated by its wide 
range of tone, colors and expressive potential. This led her to begin pri-
vate lessons and later pursue formal studies in the United States. 
 
 She recently completed her Master of Music in Church Music with an 
organ concentration at Baylor University, studying under Dr. Jens Korn-
dörfer. During her time at Baylor, she served as organist at both St. Pe-
ter’s Catholic Student Center and Calvary Baptist Church in Waco, Texas. 
In 2024, she won the Semper Pro Musica Organ Competition at Baylor 
and had the honor of performing at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York 
City. 
 

 Chanmi is pursuing a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Sacred Music at the University of Michigan 
and is serving as Organ Scholar at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Detroit. 
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Celebration of Music 

Concert Series 

Sunday, November 2, 2025 

3 pm  |  Trinity Lutheran Church 
LET ALL THE WORLD IN EVERY CORNER SING 

Calvin University Capella Choir, Dr. Mark Stover, Conductor 
 

Join the renowned Capella of Calvin University under the direction of our new Worship Associate 
and Director of Trinity Choir, Dr. Mark Stover, along with collaborative pianist Dr. Kenneth Bos, for 
an unforgettable afternoon of choral music as they present a rich and diverse program that spans 
centuries and styles. 
 
From the timeless beauty of Palestrina’s Sicut Cervus, the soul-stirring modernity of Caroline Shaw’s 
And the Swallow, this concert is a journey through so,und, spirit, and social reflection. Experience 
the power of unity and hope in Rollo Dilworth’s United in Purpose, the raw energy of Sydney Guil-
laume’s Blogodop, and the heartfelt plea for peace in Kyle Pederson’s Can We Sing the Darkness to 
Light?. With beloved classics like Vaughan Williams’ Let All The World in Every Corner Sing and 
reimagined legends such as Bob Dylan’s The Times They Are a-Changin’, this performance is a vi-
brant celebration of music’s power to inspire, connect, and transform. 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
2700 Fulton Street East 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
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Music at Midday 

First (Park) Congregational Church 
10 East Park Place NE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

A Free Concert Series in the City 

Park Church offers Music at Midday: a free community concert series on Tuesdays in  
downtown Grand Rapids. Our concerts begin at 12:15 and last for 30-40 minutes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While the concerts are free, there is an optional lunch available for $7.00 payable at the door  
(cash is preferred). Lunch is served both before and after the concerts in our fellowship hall.  

The items are boxed or individually wrapped, and the menu varies by the week.  

 

Nov. 4  Robert S. Ragoonan, organ 

Nov. 11  Alger and Burton Middle School choirs 

Nov. 18  The River Rogues, jazz band 

Nov. 25  Rhonda Sider Edginton, organ and Carolyn Koebel, percussion 

Dec. 2    Caledonia High School Choralaires and Chamber Singers 
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Bach Chorale of Grand Rapids 

Sunday, November 23, 2025, 3:00 p.m. 
Central Reformed Church 

10 College Ave. NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 

J. S. Bach's Cantata 72, "Alles nur nach Gottes Willen", Telemann's motet "Ein' feste Burg", and Bach's 
Concerto for oboe d'amore, with soloist Nermis Mieses, professor of oboe at Michigan State University.  
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Feeding the Soul of the City 
 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church  
1006 Third Street, Muskegon Michigan 49440  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 25-Peter Steiner & Constanze Hochwartner (trombone & organ)  

December 9-"Christmas at the Organ" with Caron Farmer  

February 24—Neil Jacobs (12-string guitar)  

April 28-Aebersol & Neiweem (classical piano duo)  

March 24—Max and Ruth Bloomquist (folk, bluegrass)  

May 26-GVSU Chamber Orchestra (classical)  

June 9-AgawDilim (Iranian/world music) 

 
 

Feeding the Soul of the City lunch hour concerts began in February 2001 as a memorial to local 
musician John Robert Welsh. They continue today as a donor supported concert series. This 
unique venue provides a pleasant and casual respite from the work and school day by offering 
fine music in a beautiful setting. The concerts are free and open to the public. Light refresh-
ments are served for free, and one can bring a bag lunch to enjoy before or during the concert. 
A few minutes of prayer will be held in the church shortly before the performance. We send out 
notices or e-mail reminders before each concert. To be on our mailing list or e-mail list, contact 
Elizabeth at ebsnflows@gmail.com.  
 
The church is handicap accessible.  

Concerts on Tuesdays, 12:15  -  12:45 p.m. 

mailto:ebsnflows@gmail.com

