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March Program  

 
Sunday, March 9, 2025, 4:00 p.m. 
 
First Presbyterian Church 
508 Franklin Street 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

Young Artist Recital: Sarah Simko 

Dr. Sarah Simko is the Associate Organist and Communications Co-

ordinator at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, in Detroit Michigan. 

She is the Adjunct Faculty Instructor of Organ at Madonna Universi-

ty. A recent graduate of the University of Michigan, Dr. Simko com-

pleted her studies with Dr. James Kibbie and Dr. Kola Owolabi. She 

received her Bachelors degree from the Eastman School of Music, 

with Professors Nathan Laube, Edoardo Bellotti, William Porter and 

Hans Davidsson. 

 

Dr. Simko is the recipient of a Graduate Award from the Presser 

Foundation, to be used to create a comprehensive set of recordings 

of organ music by living American female composers. The goal of 

this project is to expand the accessibility of a rich, and overlooked 

body of repertoire. More information, including purchasing infor-

mation for this series of three CDs, can be found under the “Living Voices” tab on this website. 

 

During her time at the University of Michigan, Dr. Simko served as a Research Assistant for a team 

headed by Dr. Kibbie and Dr. Daniel Forger from the Department of Mathematics. This collaborative 

project focused on how the brain processes music, through detailed study of the Johann Sebastian 

Bach’s Six Sonatas (BWV 525-530). Recorded rehearsals and performances of the Sonatas were pro-

cessed using big data analysis techniques. In conjunction with this work, Dr. Simko has given coach-

ing sessions on these Sonatas. This project concluded in Summer, 2019. 

 

Dr. Simko has given recitals at such notable venues as Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Methuen, 

Massachusetts; St. Paul’s Cathedral (Anglican), London, Ontario, Canada; Jefferson Avenue Presby-

terian Church, Detroit; the Cathedral Church of St. Paul (Episcopal), Detroit; Hill Auditorium, Ann Ar-

bor; among others. 

 

 

 



 

Upcoming Programs for the 2024-2025 year 
 
Friday, May 16, 2025, 7:00 p.m. 
 
LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church 
107 LaGrave Avenue, SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503  
 
Caroline Robinson Organ Recital 

Organist and church musician Dr. Caroline Robinson has been featured 
as a solo recitalist across the United States, in venues including New York 
City churches St. Thomas Fifth Avenue, St. John the Divine, Trinity Church 
Wall Street, and St. Patrick’s Cathedral; in Boston: Church of the Advent, 
Harvard Memorial Church, Cambridge, Methuen Memorial Music Hall; 
St. James in the City, Los Angeles; and Kansas City’s the Kauffman Center.  She has also performed in 
England, France, and Germany.  Her playing has been broadcast multiple times on American Public Me-
dia’s “Pipedreams,” “Pipedreams LIVE!,” and Philadelphia-based public radio station 90.1 WRTI’s 
Wanamaker Organ Hour.  She has been a featured performer at conventions of the Organ Historical Soci-
ety, the East Texas Pipe Organ Festival, and the American Guild of Organists, for which she performed on 
the closing concert at the 2022 National AGO Convention in Seattle, collaborating with Seattle Pro Musi-
ca on choral and organ works including James MacMillan’s Cantos Sagrados. 
 
Dr. Robinson is a laureate of the National Young Artists Competition in Organ Performance (NYACOP), 
held as part of the 2018 AGO Convention in Kansas City.  She holds First Prize from the 11th annual Albert 
Schweitzer Organ Festival (2008) and from the 10th annual West Chester University Organ Competition 
(2010).  She was a semifinalist in the 2014 Dublin International Organ Competition.  In 2016, she was 
chosen as one of the Diapason’s “20 Under 30” promising young organists in the United States. 
Caroline Robinson is Assistant Professor of Organ at the University of Michigan.  Previously she served as 
Organist and Associate Choirmaster at the Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta.  There, under the direction 
of Canon Dale Adelmann, she shared organ playing and accompanying responsibilities and led the cathe-
dral’s RSCM-based Chorister program.  She is an active continuo player with early music ensembles, hav-
ing performed at the Rochester Early Music Festival, San Francisco’s American Bach Soloists Academy, 
and now regularly with the Atlanta Baroque Orchestra.  
 
Dr. Robinson completed her undergraduate work at the Curtis Institute of Music, where she studied with 
Alan Morrison.  Aided by a grant from the J. William Fulbright fellowship fund, Caroline studied at the 
Conservatoire à Rayonnement Régional de Toulouse with Michel Bouvard and Jan Willem Jansen (organ) 
and Yasuko Bouvard (harpsichord).  Caroline holds the Doctor of Musical Arts and the Master of Music in 
Organ Performance and Literature from the Eastman School of Music, where she studied with David 
Higgs.  Dr. Robinson also received from Eastman the Performer’s Certificate and the Advanced Teaching 
Certificate in Theory Pedagogy. 
 

Dr. Robinson is represented in North America by Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc. 
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Music at Mid-Day 

First (Park) Congregational Church 

10 East Park Place 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

A free community concert series on Tuesdays in downtown Grand Rapids 
 

All concerts begin at 12:15 pm and are free of charge 
 

Lunch is $7.00 per person and is served from 11:15 to 1:15 
 

https://parkchurchgr.org/concerts/ 
 

Spring 2025 

March 11 – Dr. Larry Visser and Rob Hobgood, Organ and Piano 

March 18 – Castalia Quartet – Leslie VanBecker 

March 25 – Grand Rapids Christian High School Chamber Choir,  

                        Candice Sytsma, Conductor             

https://parkchurchgr.org/concerts/
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https://www.facebook.com/events/977302280573801?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%5d%7D
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The Choir of St. John's College, Cambridge in Concert in Grand Rapids, directed by Christopher Gray 
Don't miss out on a night of sheer choral magic. A once in a lifetime experience...  

Buy your tickets before they sell out! 

Hosted by:  Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys - Andy Larson Concert Series 

Tuesday, April 1, 7:00 p.m. 
The Basilica of St. Adalbert 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-choir-of-st-johns-college-cambridge-in-concert-in-grand-rapids-tickets-1221595708649?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-choir-of-st-johns-college-cambridge-in-concert-in-grand-rapids-tickets-1221595708649?aff=oddtdtcreator

