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Dear friends, 

 

Happy October! Our program year is off to a great start. Thank 

you to all who attended our September meeting in Muskegon. It 

was a lovely evening of fellowship shared between the Grand 

Rapids and Muskegon/Lakeshore Chapters. As we embark on this 

year of transition (see last month’s newsletter), strengthening the 

unity of the guild in West Michigan is so important, and our in-

stallation service was a positive step in this direction. Special 

thanks to Michael Match, Eileen Hoogterp, and the Muskegon/

Lakeshore Board for their outstanding hospitality, along with Pas-

tor Tim VanderHaar of First Congregational who provided won-

derful words of support and encouragement. 

 

This month come and hear James Kibbie in recital at Mayflower 

Congregational on Monday October 21. Whether or not you sup-

port Maize and Blue, it’s sure to be a great program! We are 

pleased to partner with Mondays at Mayflower, a vibrant concert 

series bringing wonderful music to our community. I hope to see 

you then! 

 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Jakubisin, Chapter Dean 
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September Installation of Officers 

Muskegon-Lakeshore AGO: Juanita Joiner, Ronald Vander West, Eileen Hoogterp, Michael Match 

Grand Rapids AGO:Matt Jakubisin, Peter Kurdziel, Chris Witte, David Bading, Rob Hobgood  
 
On Monday, September 23, The Grand Rapids and Muskegon Lakeshore AGO Chapters held their 
joint Installation of Officers at the First Congregational Church in Muskegon. 
The officers for the 2024-25 season are: 
 
            Grand Rapids Chapter                              Muskegon-Lakeshore Chapter 
      
    Matthew Jakubisin      Dean                              Michael Match           Co-Dean 
    Peter Kurdziel               Sub Dean                      Eileen Hoogterp         Co-Dean  
    Chris Witte                    Treasurer                      Ron Vander West       Secretary 
    Alexis VanZalen            Secretary                      Juanita Joiner              Treasurer 
    David Bading                 Member at Large 
    Barbara Dulmage         Member at Large 
    Rob Hobgood                Member at Large 
    Chan Gyu Jang              Member at Large 
 
The Rev. Tim Vander Haar, Senior Minister of First Congregational Church, UCC presided with the 
reading of Psalm 98 and the rite of Installation. The assembled members of both chapters sang  
When In Our Music God is Glorified to ENGLEBURG and For The Music of Creation to RUSTINGTON.  
The gathering also sang the anthem, With A Voice of Singing, by Martin Shaw, directed by Michael 
Match. The Prelude was "Intermezzo" from Sonata in A Minor by Josef Rheinberger, played by  
Nicholas Palmer. Peter Kurdziel played the Postlude,  Epilogue by Norman Gilbert. 

 
 



Schedule of Programs 2024-2025 
 

Monday, October 21, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 
James Kibbie Organ Recital 
Mayflower Congregational Church 
2345 Robinson Rd. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
 
Monday, November 4, 2024,  7:00 p.m. 
Annamae Rotman Young Organists Competition 
First (Park) Congregational Church 
10 East Park Place NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 
Sunday, December 31, 2024, 7:30 p.m. 
New Year’s Eve Concert 
Central Reformed Church 

10 College Avenue N.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

Christopher Houlihan, Organ 

Sunday, January 19, 2025, 3:00 p.m.  
Member Recital 
Calvin Christian Reformed Church 
700 Ethel St. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

 
February Program to be announced 

 
Sunday, March 9, 2025, 4:00 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church 
508 Franklin Street 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
Young Artist Recital: Sarah Simko 

 
 
Friday, May 16, 2025, 7:00 p.m. 
LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church 
107 LaGrave Avenue, SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503  
Caroline Robinson Organ Recital 
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CLICK ON IMAGE TO PURCHASE TICKETS 
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CLICK ON IMAGE TO PURCHASE TICKETS 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/voctave-in-concert-tickets-1008613378767?aff=oddtdtcreator
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FIRST (PARK) CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
10 EAST PARK PLACE 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49503 



 

 

Page 8 The Cipher 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2nd | LINEAGE 
 
A Journey Through Musical Heritage 
Experience a rich tapestry of vocal traditions in our upcoming concert, Lineage. This 
program traces the fascinating evolution of choral music, from the ancient simplicity of 
Gregorian chant to the robust harmonies sung by early American colonists. Explore the 
powerful legacy of African American vocal music, from spirituals to the innovative har-
monies of modernists Zanaida Robles, Ayanna Woods, and Derrick Skye. 
 
As a special treat, we’re thrilled to welcome guest choirs from Allendale and Northview 
High Schools, showcasing the next generation of vocalists. Their youthful energy will 
blend with our professional ensemble, creating a multi-generational celebration of cho-
ral artistry. 
 
Join us for an evening that not only honors our musical roots but also looks to the fu-
ture, demonstrating how these diverse vocal lineages continue to inspire and influence 
choral music today. 

 

November 2nd 7:30pm 
First United Methodist Church 

227 Fulton Street East 
Grand Rapids 

 

BUY TICKETS 

https://www.voxgr.com/event-details-registration/lineage-a-journey-through-musical-heritage

