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Musings from Our Dean 
 

 

If you’re anything like me, September has just flown by: school start 

ups, new church choir seasons, new seasons for professional organiza-

tions.  

 

For our AGO Guild, we had our first event at the Basilica  of St Adalbert.  

I think that anyone who attended would tell you that it was a wonder-

ful time of fellowship, a beautiful service of installation and a fun time 

in the choir loft exploring the new console and beautiful instrument.  

The board would like to thank Dr. Peter Kurdziel, and the Very Rever-

end Ronald Hutchinson for their worship planning and presentation. 

Our thanks also goes to Dr. Julia Brown for overseeing the installation 

of officers.   For me the highlight was looking up at the end of the ser-

vice and seeing the sun coming through the beautiful St. Cecilia rose 

window. 

 

Our next event is coming right up! On October 9, we will join with May-

flower Congregational in welcoming Richard Elliot, principal organist of 

the Tabernacle on Temple Square.  He will present an organ recital at 

7:00 p.m. at Mayflower Congregational Church.   Dr. Elliott’s program 

will include music with a Michigan connection, with a Salt Lake Taber-

nacle connection, as well as transcriptions. Mayflower is another beau-

tiful, sacred space in our city.  I hope you will join us to experience this 

service of music. 

 

Cordially 

Carol McNally, 

2023-24 GRAGO Dean 
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Monthly programs for 2023 – 2024 
 

Here is the lineup of AGO meetings for this season, 2023-2024. Our meetings take place at various 

venues throughout the area and are typically the third Monday evening of the month although 

there are exceptions. 

 

Monday, October 9, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Organ Recital 
 

Mayflower Congregational Church 
2345 Robinson Rd. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
 

Mondays at Mayflower in conjunction with the 

Grand Rapids Chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists presents Richard Elliott, Principal Or-

ganist of the Tabernacle Choir at Temple 

Square, Salt Lake City, in concert. 
 

Richard Elliott is the Principal Organist for the Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square in Salt Lake City, 

Utah.  For the past 31 years he has accompanied the choir on its weekly radio and TV broadcast, 

“Music and the Spoken Word,” as well as in general conferences of The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints, on dozens of CDs and DVDs, and in the choir’s annual Christmas concerts, which 

are broadcast each year on PBS.   As accompanist for the Tabernacle Choir, he has performed in 

many of the world’s great halls and appeared on numerous TV and radio programs, including the 

NBC “Today Show,” the “CBS Morning Show,” “A Prairie Home Companion,” and the nationally syn-

dicated “Pipedreams” radio program.  In his work with the choir, Dr. Elliott has collaborated with 

many guest artists including Andrea Bocelli, the Canadian Brass, Kristin Chenoweth, Renée Fleming, 

Evelyn Glennie, the King’s Singers, the Sesame Street Muppets, Robert Shaw, James Taylor, and Bryn 

Terfel. 
 

He also has a busy solo career, having given thousands of organ concerts on Temple Square as well 

as numerous performances on five continents.  He appears on seven organ CDs and is a published 

composer and arranger of music for organ, choir, and orchestra. In June 2022, Dr. Elliott was award-

ed the Governor’s Mansion Arts Award by Utah Governor Spencer J. Cox and First Lady Abby Cox. 

The annual award recognizes Utah artists who have a positive impact on the arts and their commu-

nities. A Fellow of the American Guild of Organists, Dr. Elliott has been a featured performer at na-

tional and regional conventions of the guild. 
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Before becoming a Tabernacle organist in 1991, Dr. Elliott was an assistant professor of organ at 

Brigham Young University, and for several years he served as assistant organist at the John 

Wanamaker Department Store (now Macy’s) in Philadelphia, home to the world’s largest function-

ing pipe organ.  A native of Baltimore, Maryland, he received his early musical training at the Pea-

body Conservatory.  He holds a Bachelor of Music degree in organ from the Curtis Institute of Music 

in Philadelphia, and MM and DMA degrees from the Eastman School of Music.  His organ teachers 

have included David Craighead, Marjorie Jovanovic, Dale Krider, William Watkins, and John Weaver. 

For more information on the Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square, visit www.thetabernaclechoir.org. 

 

Monday, November 13, 2023,  7:00 p.m. 
 
Young Organists’ Recital 
 

First (Park)Congregational Church 

10 East Park Place NE 

Grand Rapids MI 49503 

A number young organists from our area will present a 

varied program of organ music featuring Helen Drost, 

Olivia Amting and Stephen Rumler-McClusky. 

 

Saturday, December 31, 2023, 7:30 p.m. 
 
New Year’s Eve Concert 
 
Central Reformed Church 
10 College Avenue N.E. 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 
There is no shortage of organists who make their in-

struments roar; and while her power was never in 

question, Demers made the instrument sing.” (Peter 

Reed, Classical Source.com, England, 2016) 

With playing described as having “bracing virtuosity” (Chicago Classical Review) and being “fearless 

and extraordinary” (Amarillo-Globe News), Isabelle Demers has enraptured critics, presenters, and 

audience members around the globe. 

She has appeared in recital throughout Europe, Oman, Australia, New Zealand, the United States, 

and Canada, including at the Cathedrals of Cologne and Regensburg (Germany); the ElbPhilhar-

monie (Hamburg); the Royal Festival Hall, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Cathedral, and West-

http://www.thetabernaclechoir.org./
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minster Abbey (London); City Hall (Stockholm); the Royal Opera House of Muscat (Oman); the Forbidden 

City Concert Hall (Beijing, China); Victoria Hall (Singapore); Melbourne Town Hall (Australia); Auckland 

Town Hall (New Zealand); Disney Hall (Los Angeles), Davies Hall (San Francisco), the Meyerson Sympho-

ny Center (Dallas), the Kimmel Center, and the Wanamaker Organ at Macy’s (Philadelphia); and the Mai-

son Symphonique (Montréal). 

 

Dr. Demers is in continual high demand by her colleagues as witnessed by performances for numer-

ous regional and national conventions of the American Guild of Organists, the Institute of Organ Builders 

and International Society of Organbuilders, the Royal Canadian College of Organists, and the Organ His-

torical Society. She has released multiple CD recordings on the Acis and Pro Organo labels. Her latest 

CD, recorded at Chicago’s Rockefeller Chapel, was released in January 2020, and includes works of Re-

ger, Laurin, Dupré, Mendelssohn, Tchaikovsky, and Macmillan. 

A native of Québec and a doctoral graduate of the Juilliard School, Dr. Demers is Associate Professor 

of Organ at McGill University (Montréal, Québec). She was formerly the Joyce Bowden Chair in Organ 

and Head of the Organ Program at Baylor University (Waco, Texas). 

 

Sunday, January 22, 2024, 7:00 p.m.  

 

Member Recital 
 

Grace Episcopal Church 

1815 Hall St. SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

 

Members of the Grand Rapids Chapter of the Ameri-

can Guild of Organists present a program featuring 

Baroque music. 
 

Monday, February 19, 2024 

Dinner – 6:00 p.m. 

Program – 7:00 p.m. 
 

The Organ Music of Larry Visser 
 

LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church 

107 LaGrave Avenue SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503  
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Dr. Larry Visser, Minister of Music at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church and long-time member 

of the American Guild of Organists, presents a program of his organ compositions. 

Larry Visser’s musical career combines a church position, performing, and composing.  He has been Min-

ister of Music and Organist at LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed Church in downtown, Grand Rapids, 

Michigan since 1999.  In this role, he plays the organ for a majority of services, accompanies choirs, and 

oversees the administration of the church’s extensive music ministry.  Larry has produced several re-

cordings during his tenure at the church—two solo organ discs and three additional recordings, each 

dedicated to a specific season of the liturgical church year—that feature the church’s vocal and handbell 

choirs and instrumentalists. 

  

Larry’s formal education took place at Calvin College (BA, 1989, Music History, Theory, and Composition) 

and the University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre and Dance (MM, 1991, Church Music and Or-

gan; DMA, 1995, Organ Performance).  Upon graduating from Calvin College, Larry was awarded the 

highest honor given by the Music Department, the Anna Bruinsma Award.  While a student at the  

U of M, Larry served as a graduate student teaching assistant, took harpsichord lessons, and participat-

ed in the world’s most prestigious organ competition, the Grand Prix de Chartres in Paris and Chartres, 

France, at which he was awarded a finalist medal.  His organ teachers were Dr. John Hamersma and Dr. 

James Kibbie.  From 2003–2010, Larry served as an adjunct faculty member at Calvin College, teaching 

organ and studio classes. 

 

Larry has been a published composer of organ and choral music since the mid 1990s.  His organ music is 

published by Leupold Editions (a division of The Leuopold Foundation) and MorningStar Music Publish-

ers, and his choral music is represented in the GIA Calvin Institute of Christian Worship Music Series.  His 

anthem “Peace I Give to You” has been sung by choirs around the globe. 

  

During a 2014 sabbatical, Larry completed a collection of 200 descants for hymns in the 2013 hymnal 

“Lift Up Your Hearts: Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs.” Titled “Praise God in the Heights: Descants by 

Larry Visser,” the collection was published by the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship. In 2019, he was 

the recipient of two-first prize awards in hymn tune competitions sponsored by the Eastman School of 

Music (the Utech Hymn Tuine Competition) and the St. Joseph’s Mercy School in Navan, Ireland.  

Larry holds memberships in the Grand Rapids Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and the Hymn 

Society in North America and Canada. 
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Monday, April 15, 2024, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

2700 Fulton Street East 

Grand Rapids, MI 49506  

Annamae Rotman Young Organist Competitions 

 

The Annamae Rotman Young Organist Competi-

tion was founded in 2013 by Dr. Richard Rotman in 

honor of his mother and is an annual competi-

tion.  Eligibility – A competitor must be 24 years of 

age or under as of August 1 of the competition 

year and be a resident of Kent County, MI or any county adjacent to Kent County and/or a resident stu-

dent attending a junior high school, senior high school, college, or university in Kent County or any coun-

ty adjacent to Kent County (Ottawa, Muskegon, Newaygo, Montcalm, Ionia, Barry, or Allegan Counties) 

For more information visit  grago.org/competitions/ 

  

 
 

 

Celebration of Music Concert Series 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

2700 Fulton Street East 

Grand Rapids, MI 
 

Sunday, October 29, 2023 3:00 pm 

DEBORA DeWITT & COMPANY: 

Music for duo grand pianos +  

viola solo and piano 

Trinity’s own Debora DeWitt presents duo repertoire with pianists Justin Colwell 

and Caleb Wenzel, and violist Libor Ondras. Enjoy music in many styles including a 

Brahms Sonata, and contemporary works by Philip Glass and Debora DeWitt. Other 

selections include works by Piazolla, Dello Joio, and Bach. 

https://grago.org/competitions/
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Trinity United Methodist Church of Grand Rapids celebrates its 150th  

Anniversary with a concert, “Our Steps in Song and Spirit”, on Friday,  

October 20th at 7:00 PM. With Randall Burghart conducting the Trinity 

Chancel Choir and chamber orchestra, the Sesquicentennial Concert  

features Trinity organist and collaborative pianist Jane Van Hof, along 

with past music directors and organists Lee Afdahl, Dr. Gregory Crowell, 

and Dr. Chris Dekker in this celebration of Trinity’s musical heritage.  
 

Located at 1100 Lake Drive Southeast in Grand Rapids, Trinity United 

Methodist Church presents this concert free of charge as part of its Festi-

val of Music Concert Series, with a free-will offering accepted. For more 

information, visit Trinity’s website, www.grtumc.org. 

http://www.grtumc.org/
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Vox GR Opens 2023-2024 Season 

 

An Old Belief 
Join us for our opening concert anchored around Hubert Parry’s piece "An Old Belief". 

The program explores the themes of loss and reunification including: That Old Time 

Religion and A Tale as Old as Time - Love. Renaissance gems and pieces from the Sea-

shores of Old Mexico fill out this varied program which is offered at Central Reformed 

Church of Grand Rapids and in the  Hillsdale College Chapel in Hillsdale, MI. 

 

October 14th, 7:30 p.m. 

Central Reformed Church,\ 

10 College Avenue N.E.,  Grand Rapids 

 

October 15th, 3:00 p.m. 

Hillsdale College Chapel 

18 East Galloway Drive, Hillsdale 
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