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Visioning 
 

Take away everything you know about the American Guild of Organists. Take away 
everything you know about the Grand Rapids Chapter, specifically.  If you boil it 
down to nothing, what would you want the Guild to look like?  What would our mis-
sion be?  Who would our members be?  What would our programming look like?  
Who would be our target audience?   
 
I thoroughly enjoy ripping processes and organizations apart to evaluate what works 
and what doesn’t.  Most people do not like doing this, so I realize that I’m a bit odd 
in this capacity.  However, it often becomes difficult to evaluate things objectively 
when we’ve been doing it the same way for so long.  My vision for the Grand Rapids 
Chapter looks like this: 

 

-Our members are passionate about our chapter’s work and the impact it is 
making on the community 
-Our monthly programming is varied, diverse, and excellent 
-The cost of our meals does not prohibit members from attending meetings 
-The Guild builds strong ties and partnerships with other musical organizations 
in the community 
-Our chapter welcomes and embraces new members, making them feel valued 
and affirmed 
-Our chapter strengthens alternate avenues for financial support so that we can 
spread the bright future of the organ to the community more effectively and 
thoroughly 
-Our membership is composed of an equal amount of young, middle-aged, and 
more seasoned folks 
-The fact that the AGO is for both organists and organ-lovers is better empha-
sized 
-Our members enthusiastically support the mission of our chapter and actively 
serve as advocates for the organ within the community 

 

Some of the things I’ve mentioned above we do fairly well.  Others we do not.   
 

With the long term well-being of the AGO in mind, the board 
will begin trying a few new things during the course of the sea-
son.  Some you will barely notice, and others will take adjusting.  
However, I’m confident that through our teamwork, the Grand 
Rapids chapter will move from being simply a ‘strong’ chapter 
to being a beacon of light for the Guild and for the musical com-
munity.   
 

Yours,  Chris 
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September Meeting 
 

Monday, September 23, 2013. LaGrave Avenue 
Christian Reformed Church, 107 LaGrave Ave. 
S.E., Grand Rapids. 
 

Our season opening meeting is a Service  of In-
stallation of Officers held jointly with the Grand 
Rapids, Holland and Muskegon-Lakeshore Chap-
ters of AGO.  

 
The organist for the service will be 
Dr. Larry Visser and the LaGrave 
Chancel Choir under the direction 
of Merle Mustert will participate. 
The liturgists will be the chaplains 
of the three chapters and the 

preacher will be The Rev. Dr. Neal Plantinga.  
 

The organ voluntaries to be played 
by Larry Visser are Psalm-Prelude 
III (Second Set) by Herbert Howells 
and Toccata by Joseph Jongen. The 
choir will be singing  Be Still, For 
the Presence of the Lord by David 
Evans, Achieved is the Glorious 
Work of Joseph Haydn and In Para-

disum from Requiem by Gabriel Faurè. There are 
three exceptional hymns chosen 
for congregational singing. 
 
The service theme is “Creation/
Fall/Redemption” and will feature 
three brief meditations presented 
by Neal Plantinga. 
 
Dinner will precede the meeting 
in the Multi-purpose Room of LaGrave Church.  
Dinner reservations may be made by emailing  
agodinner@grago.org or by calling Errol Shew-
man at 456-9232. Reservations must be in by 
Wednesday, September 18.  
 
 
 

September Meeting (continued) 
 
The cost for dinner is $15 and dinner for all 
AGO members and guests under the age of 30 
is free.  The cost of these meals will come from 
a dedicated fund that has been recently estab-
lished for this purpose.  
 
We begin with punch bowl at 6:30 pm with din-
ner following at 7:00 pm in the Multi-purpose 
room. The service begins at 8:00 pm and you 
are encouraged to invite guests. This service is 
one of the highlights of the year with fine mu-
sic and exceptional hymn singing which can in-
spire us all. 
  

Events of Interest 
 
Sunday, September 8, 2013,  3:00 pm. The Basilica 
of St. Adalbert. 645 Davis Ave. N.W.  John Scheid, 
bass assisted by Kathleen Westdorp, soprano with 
Peter Kurdziel, Piano. 
Bass John Scheid has sung chorus, comprimario, 
and principal roles in numerous Opera Grand Rap-
ids productions for 25 years. His appearances have 
included Carmen, La Traviata, Tosca, Don Giovanni,  
La Boheme, The Tales of Hoffman, A Masked Ball, 
The Fall of the House of Usher, Salome, Romeo et 
Juliette, Rigoletto, HMS Pinafore, The Magic Flute, 
The Marriage of Figaro, Barber of Seville, Madame  
Butterfly, Manon Lescault, and others. He will per-
form the role of Ferrando in Il Travatore later this 
month.  Regionally he has performed with the 
Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys, several uni-
versity choruses, the West Michigan Symphony, the 
Grand Rapids Cantata Choir, the Grand Rapids 
Chamber Choir, the Original Dickens Carolers, the 
Camerata Singers, and a variety of West Michigan 
churches including Mayflower Congregational and 
Grace Episcopal. For a dozen years, he was a bass 
soloist in the Zeeland Civic Chorus’ production of 
Messiah. Mr. Scheid has served as cantor and solo-
ist at the Cathedral of St. Andrew and at St. Robert 
of Newminster, with whose choir he toured Italy in 
2008. Currently he is cantor and soloist at the Basil-
ica of St. Adalbert. Free admission. 
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Monday, September 16, 7:30 pm.  First Reformed 
Church, 630 State Street, Holland. The Holland AGO 

chapter will start our programming year with a talk by 
Yun Kyong Kim - The Performer Within You!.  

 
Would you like to perform outside the 
context of church services?  Do you 
have strong desire to present concerts 
to share the music you love with oth-
ers but feel that you are not good 
enough?  What are the meaning and 
purpose of playing organ recit-
als?  What do they accomplish? 
  
Our guest speaker Yun Kim is an active 
concert artist, a church musician, a 

teacher and an advocate of presenting creative organ concerts 
that appeal to modern audiences.  She has guided many of her 
students in all ages and skill levels to experience the process of 
planning, practicing and presenting successful concerts.  Much 
of her talk will be drawn from her own experiences including 
her interesting background of how she first came to learn the 
organ at the relatively late age of 22, and the musical and 
spiritual journey that has shaped her life.Ms. Kim was born in 
Korea and moved to the United States at the age of sixteen.  
After completing undergraduate organ study with Carole Terry 
at the University of Washington, she received both her mas-
ter’s and doctoral degrees in organ performance with minors 
in early music and music theory from Indiana University, 
where her principal teachers were Christopher Young and 
Elisabeth Wright.  She has also studied and performed in 
North Germany and France, and made her French debut in 
Paris at Sainte-Clotilde in 1997.   
 
Yun is a prize winner at both regional and national competi-
tions in organ performance sponsored by the American Guild 
of Organists, and has also served on the juries of local and 
national organ competitions.  Yun is past Dean of the Dayton 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, and has served on 
the faculty of the Pipe Organ Encounter at Ohio University, 
and has chaired the Dayton Church Music Workshop. She is 
instructor of organ and harpsichord at Sinclair Community 
College and serves as organist and choirmaster at Christ Epis-
copal Church in Dayton, Ohio.  Please visit Yun’s website at 
www.yunkyongkim.com. 

 

It will be held on Monday, September 16 at First 
Reformed Church in Holland, on 630 State 
Street.  We will meet in the fellowship hall at 6:30 
for a simple potluck dinner together, and Yun will 
present her talk at 7:30 in the sanctuary.  Mem-
bers from other chapters are welcome to either 
join us for dinner, or just come at 7:30 for the 
presentation.  Yun will present the Donia Recital 
on Tuesday, Sept. 17 at Hope College's Dimnent 
Chapel at 7:30pm.  

Friday, September 20 & Saturday, September 21. 
8:00 pm. DeVos Performance Hall. Grand Rapids 
Symphony, conducted by David Lockington. The sea-
son opens with extraordinary music and themes of 
scandal. The Rite of Spring caused near riots at its 
premiere 100 years ago, and Flaubert’s 
schocker, Madame Bovary, inspired the creation of a 
cello concerto world premiere. Alexander L. Miller 
spent a full year composing his Madame Bovary Con-
certo for Cello and Orchestra. In addition to being 
commissioned by the Grand Rapids Symphony, the 
composition has been entered into ArtPrize 2013. 
Tickets $18-$90. 

Sunday. September 22, 2013. 3:00 pm The Basilica 
of St. Adalbert. 645 Davis Ave. N.W.  Jonathan Tuuk, 
Organ. Come and hear the majestic and colorful 
sounds of the basilica organ with celebrated organist 
Jonathan Tuuk.  Jonathan Tuuk is Director of Music 
and Organist at Mayflower Church and a tonal fin-
isher for the Lauck Pipe Organ 
Company of Otsego, Michigan. 
Mr. Tuuk graduated from Cal-
vin College in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, where his principal 
teacher was Dr. John E. Ham-
ersma. He also served as an 
organ instructor at that school.  
 He is a published composer of 
choral music and has concer-
tized throughout Europe and the United States, in-
cluding recitals presented at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington, D.C. As a soloist, he has appeared at the 
University of Michigan Organ Conference and also 
with the Grand Rapids Symphony, under the direc-
tion of Catherine Comet and David Lockington. Free 
admission 
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Friday, October 4, 7:30 p.m., LaGrave Avenue Chris-
tian Reformed Church.  A concert will be presented 
that will open “Inspirations,” the church’s biennial 
art exhibition.  The concert will feature organist, Dr. 
Larry Visser, playing two solo pieces and accompany-
ing, both as organist and pianist, several instrumen-
talists of all ages from the congregation, including 
pieces played by duo-piano, duo-organ, violin, cello, 
flute, timpani, and trumpet.  The concert is free and 
a post-concert reception will be held in the Multipur-
pose Room where the art exhibition may be viewed. 

Sunday, October 6, 2013, 3:00 pm. The Basilica of 
St. Adalbert, 645 Davis N.W.  Chanticleer. Called 
“the world’s reigning male chorus,” by the New 
Yorker  magazine, and named Ensemble of the Year 
by Musical America in 2008, Chanticleer will perform 
more than 100 concerts in 2011-12, the GRAMMY 
Award-winning ensemble’s 34th season. Praised by 
the San Francisco Chronicle for their “tonal luxuri-
ance and crisply etched clarity,”  Tickets $25. Con-
tact Peter Kurdziel at musicdirector@basilicagr.org 

 
Check out our new website at www.grago.org 

 The Grand Rapids Organ Book 
 

I have found 7 extra copies of The Grand Rapids Or-
gan Book that was compiled for the AGO Regional 
convention back in 2005. If anyone in the guild would 
like a copy or an additional copy, have them contact 
me here at the church and I can have one set aside 
for them. Contact Brian Bartusch or 616-456-1773 
ext. 20. 
 

AGO Student Dinner 

 

On August 23, several of our student members were 
invited to meet each other at dinner with Bob and 
Joan Houskamp at the Beltline Bar. During the school 
year, the students are so scattered, and have so 
many activities in the evenings, that this was about 
the last date when they could all come together to 
meet each other.  As it was, three could not make 
this dinner occasion.   Not able to attend were Na-
than De Bruine, David Heinze and Kit-Ying Law. 
Stephanie is headed to U of Illinois as a music major 
(Cello).  Matthew is headed to St. Olaf College.   It 
was a great informal session, pulled together by Mi-
chael Adams as the Student Ambassador.   
 
We will try to do something like this during the sev-
eral holiday seasons of the year, when most students 
will be home and relatively free.  
 

Thanks to Bob and Joan for their hospitality and in-
terest in our young organists. 

Left to right: Jared Langerak, Becky Hoeksema, Joan Houskamp, 
Stephanie Pestana, Michael Adams, Matthew Bacon.  
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